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THE GREAT COLLECTOR CALLS AGil N t For t he fourth month in euccess 
ion it is my mel ancholy duty to report the pee sing of a menber 
from our little world, on thie occasion Joseph Faries of 2 Irwin 
Avenue, Saltburn-by-Sea, "ho passe d away i n Septe mber. Rather 
strangely, I first heard the news via Canada from Bi ll Gander , for 
owing to a l ong illness Joe had been somewhat out of touch with 
most of us for a consid er able time. Be was aged 62 . 

Joe ,vaa known to many manbors of t he clan a s th e editor and 
publisher of Vanity Fair which ran for many years and was devoted 
t o va riou s kinda of collecting; old boys • books , coins, cig a r ette 
cards , match box l e.bo le, etc, Later, th e titl e ,vas ch e.ngod to 
1'1.'ho Coll ectors• Miscellany" wbicb, of late yea.rs, was concern ed 
\7itb our own particular hobby on l y . Not l ong ago , to our regret, 
it c eas ed publication , and at th e same t i me Joe sol d t he greater 
part of his collection. 

J oe found in John lledcraft a great help in the runnin g of his 
magazin es . Nolf both hav e gone . My heartfelt wish i s t ha t it will 
be mo.ny a long day before wo have another loss in our ranks . 

MY LONDON TRIP , In my report la s t mont h I , t h rough a strange 
s lip , omitted to mention t he enj~yab l e hour or two I spent wi t h 
Jim Swan of Paddington . He gave me a typic a l Londoner ' s welcome 
and I can ' t think how I manage d to overlook it in my report , 
Sorry, Jim, 

* * * * * 
Next month I hope to tell the s tory of a co ll ection. I think 

it will appeal t o you and perh aps t ug a 11 t t le at your heart 
s t rings . 

* * * * * 
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JUsr A FEW WEEKS NOW: All articles for our eighth Annual are now 
in hand. I am hoping to squeeze in my "Britain Inv aded - Often" 
whi ch had to be held over last year. I do want t o get it in this 
time, particularly as poor Peard Sutherland helped in the compiling 
of it. 

It is getting imperative now that all orders 
quite a number of regulars have not yet ordered. 
count on t hem but I shou l d feel easier in mind if 
me t he okay. I don• t want anyone t o be left out, 
hand I naturally don't want to over orde r .. 

should be in and 
I feel ...,re I can 
they would give 
on the other 

Each succeeding year the circulation bas i ncrease d. I am 
hoping it will happen again this ye ar. 

Yours since rely, 
HERBER!' LECKENBY. 

- _;. - -·- - -·- · · ·- - ·- - - ·-------- :.-- --·-·- .. . -- ·-·- ·-·- ·- --·---· .. . ·.·------'-!"" ______ _ 

llY COLLECTION - No. J• 
By J .R. SWAN 

To sit down and writ e of my collection was a bit of a problem 
as I have had , I should think, two or three of them since I pur 
chased or rather my parents did - a big bound vol . of The Scout 
for 1921. This was a Xmas present way back in 1925 when I was 9 
years ol d . I had of course, othe r books before this. Such as 
Playboi: Annuals, Tiger Tim, Rainbow, Bubbles and the like. But 
thi s great red vol. - and it did l ook big to a little lad of t amer 
years I - was the first bound copy I ever had of a year• s weekly 
issues of a boys pap or . 

So as not to appear too long -winded - and I've got a heck of 
a lot to say - and our esteemed Editor has other articles to put 
in - t ha-C . Dr-I -1-<i better skip a -few yeara -1 J.nywB¥ I can see hia> 
licking his blue pencil right now ! 

Between 192 5-2 6 my reading deviated between Comics (the Brit 
ish kind) and the Thomson Papers. The Wizard and Rover were my 
favourites - and as they were bought for me so I r ead th em and 
stored them away - much to my mother ' s disgust I The Comics, if my 
fellow collectors are interested - it will perhaps bring bock 
memories - we r e , The Rainbow, Playbox, Bubbles, Tiger Tim, SUnbeam. 
This may se""' a lot - but remember ,nth a 6d or 1/ - you could buy 
6 or 12, ld comics - 3 or 6, 2d issues. 



~~~~~~~~~~~-...288)~~~~~~~~~~~-

Between 1928 t o the fateful 1940 my taste in books altered -
to a c e rt ain extent anyway! I started to read The llagnet , Gem, 
Nelson Lee, Boys Jla8azine during 1928 and kep t these up r egula rl y 
week by week till they finished , These papers I sto red away as I 
read them, 

lly collection of comics by the way, was disposed of , lly pal'
ents remarked that they were not prepared to have their rooms 
looking like second - hand bookshops - so out th e comics bad to go! 
I'm afraid I did not have much to say about the matter! 

I may point out that during this 12 year period (1928-40) I 
bought other papers such as the Union Jack, Champion , and Popular, 
but strangely enough I could not get i nterested in these quite so 
much as the oth ers - so I just bought them now and again when I 
had run out of other reading material, But when th e Det ective 
Weekly started I took to this and kept the copies ti ll the end , 
During all this time, however, I kept up Tbe Wizard, Rover, 
Skipper and Boys liagazine, Also when the Bullseye came out and 
th e Start l e r I took thees in ti ll the last issues, As I had star 
t ed to earn my o,m living now in 193 1 I could now buy some of the 
mags , out of my small amount of pocket money, 

I certainly had the Coll ectors bug in me in that 12 years I 
For I was for ever rumm~ng thr ough second hand book stalls and 
shops - I remember well buying a vo l , Chums for 1894 for 4d I And 
getting boys mags, 3 for 2d at the l oca l Ex- Service llan 's llarket, 
So I come t o 1940 and one sad Saturday morning when going into my 
newsagents who had served me til l then with any amount of books 
during the previous 15 years - said , "Sorry - no llagnet - they 
have s t opped printing them!" The Boys• Paper Sl aughter had 
st a rted! 

Well , around 1942-43 I disposed of my colleo t ion to the l ate 
Ill', lledc.ra!.t and_.i_t_,.._as quite _ a lotJ Jlearly 12. years _ of'..lln8Dets 
and Gems, abou t 5 years of Nelson Lees, odd Rob Roy Lib rari es and 
Robi n Hoods , Detecti vo Weeklies , the lot t Why did I get rid of 
them? It puzzles me now! Perhaps it was the uncertainty of the 
war at th e time , You know - hero toda.r - cop a packet tomorrow -
so you get some quick money - and have a tim e with it whi le you 
c ou l d. 

So a ll I had l eft attor this was e. bookcase full of bound 
vol s , of Chums, B, 0, Pe,, Scouts, Chatt or box, Young Engl and and 
t he Captain , But aft e r the end of tho we.r and on seeing ad• s in 
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the Exchange & !.!art from f ell ow co llect ors requirin g these types of 
books I did what I thought was a good turn - and d,isposed of the 
vols . to whoever required them. And believe me! · I bad plenty of 
co rre spondence to deal with I After a few years had past I had the 
yearning to start up another collection - I want ed to see t he Mag
net, Gem, N.L. and th e othe r old papers a.gain . So with the help 
I ' ve had during tbs last fou r or five years from our good f ri end 
Bi ll llartin and not f ar getting Tom Lambert, Ronal d Rouse , Tom 
Ropperto n, Bill Lofts and Geor ge Righton - whether th e ir help was 
small or large - I have managed to accumulate over 300 llagnets. 
Near l y the compl ete run of !<! Gems, Vanguards, bound copy of Varney 
the Vampyre (21 numbers) . Odd issues, Thipire Library (with a 
signed letter from Frank Richards attached !) Schoolboys Owns, 
Chums, Scouts, around 200 Sexton Blake Libs . ( 3rd series) , 300 
Champions 1943-52. And have been tak ing each month the A.P. month 
ly books and have all the nos. fron, No. 1. These are all the 8d 
issues of Cowboy Comics , Western Library , Thrill er Lib., Dotecti VO 

Lib. So with the S.B .L 's. that ' s 10 issues a month I add to my 
collection - not forgetting a five yei>r run of Wizards - this is 
sti 11 my favourite Thomson paper - and I don• t care who knows it I 
Last of all but not the least - a stea dy growing pile of c. Ds. wi t h 
three C. D. Annuals as wall . It is, I may say , a good job I have an 
unde r standing wife - as a matte r of fa ct if I'm a bit sho rt of the 
ready and I wish to buy a certain item she will help me! So I make 
it my duty to keep my co ll ection of books in a tidy and pr esonta bl e 
condition - so they do not got in her way whil e cleaning house I 
The beauty of our hobby is that you never seoo, to get tired of it -
anyway I don ' t I And the books do not ea t anything! For I am still 
l ooking around t o add to my colloction which fluctuates according 
to my whims and fancies and heart c ri es from ot her collectors ! 

.·,·--.·.~r .. ··.,•.r. r .,·.r~.r..- .. ·.1•.;r$-·.:r~ ,,,.,_;: ;:; ;:;,-.-.. ... -:.-;-.·.:.·:. •--e..-:.-:.--·._-.roJ'JJ.:.:;-;:;1:11s=::a:.-;.a;,.s:."So~-----~ 

SALE, EXCHANGE AND WllNTED! Mo.gnats , Gems, !lelso n Lees , S.O.L ~ 
ldnrvela , Holiday .Annuals, Buntor Books , otc. (S . A.E. List) . 
F . BOl'TOYLEY, 48-DOVINl!ILLS PARK RO.u>1 LOllDON, N.17. 
VI.OOED: Sexton Blake Li brary (first and second aeries onl y). Your 
price pc.id for good copies. Serial numbers and aeries to,
.TOSEPBINE ~~l@.!!_,_?.1..J.!!QlJll~ DULWICH, LQNlXlH, S E 22 , 
~· "C11vandalo Abbo7 " Soriee in ldagnot in good conditio n. 
BilSIL .ulliM 28 DERWENT Si' REEl' , NBl'ICASl' LE-ON-TYNE_,_ 5. 11AN1'ED, or! ginal ,l.ldine Robin Hoods and JaclcS!icp. _p.,,_ar-'-a-a- .- ,-a-1-1-p-n_y __ 
cas h or oxchango Aldines. E.R. L:.NDY1 4 NUNE/.TON RD. JJ;.GEIIB,\1Ji,E3,g)C . 



~~~~~~~~~~~--1290 1-~~~--~~~~~~~ 

.EJL;JJ(JBJVB 
Conducted by Josophino Pnclcmon 

27 1 Archda l e Road 1 Eas t Dulwich 1 London , S.E.22. 

In this issu e you will rond of Bill Lofts meeting with Walt er 
riebb. Bill t ells me he could have said a lot more, but he is 
af r aid of embarrassing Walter. 

Appropriately enough, ne.rt month's Blakiana will contain the 
first part of a new article by Walter entit l ed SEJll'ON BUXE ON THE 
FILliS. To my mind this is one of the best articles be has written 
- and that is saying a l ot! 

This issue contains the second of Herbert Leckenby' s articles, 
I am quite sure you wi ll all agree that ' Before Tinker ' s Time • is 
most interesting . 

In regard to tho current S.B.L . roviows, to bo quite candid 
I do not think the l!lst four issues worth commenting upon. \lore 
it not for se nti mental ran.sons and the one or two good stories 
that nro written in the course of a yea r, I would not continue to 
buy tiieiii. · However, t here is always the possibility of the 'odd' 
good one caning along, in which case I sha ll be only too pleased 
to give it a write up . 

Finally, I am very bapJOy to sey that a t long l ast Norton Prlce 
bas canp l eted his set of S.B. L1 s from !lo. l (1st series) to date. 
It is regrett able that it had to be through · th e death of a collec
t or th at Norton was able to obtain the only on e number be needed, 
but if the l ate l!arry Stables knew ( and meybo be doos) I am qui t o 
suro he would bo pleased . Congratul atione, Norton! 

J OSEPHINE PACDWI. 
* * * * * 

BEFORE TilllCER I S TI!JE By !IEB1lERr LECKE!illY 

In the l ong ago , on February 16t b, 1901, to b e precise, there 
stnrted in the "" Union Jack !lo. 356 , a serinl entitled "Griff, 
the llan Tracker" or ''l'he Exploits of Saxton · Blak e , Detective" . 
Its author was given as Christopher Stevens . It ran until 110.373, 
Juno 15th and in between Se.rton Blake bad a very exciting time and 
nry often was nea r unto deo t h. I do not posses s the first instal 
ment but in the synopsis to th e secon d one +.be r ea der was told, 

"A g;:>ng of notorious criminals , among who:, are Ben the Wel-
.she r, Big Burke , Black Peter, and Flash Charlie , conspi __ r_e_t_o __ _ 



secure a chest containing a treasure of fabulous value belonging 
to Valentine Viderque of Lavender Terrace, St. J0hn 1 a Wood. Mr. 
Viderque is an eccentric old man; he di strusts banks and safe de
posits, and keeps the treasure in his own home. At last, however, 
after many attempts have been made to break int o the house, 
Viderque pramiaee the polico that he will remov e the treasure to 
his bank. Black Pet er, mnsquero.ding as a chestnut merchant, gets 
wind of this and te l egraphs the news to Flash Charlie, who carries 
the news to the meeting pl ace of the gang, a den lcno·,vn as "l'he 
Wel eher•e Crib" in the Ratcliff Highway . In the Crib at the time 
i s Sexton Blake , detective, cunningly disguised as Old Betty, a 
water-cress se ller . To the astonishment of all, including Sexton 
Blake himself, the door keepe r of the crib announces that Sexton 
Blake, the great "lag ger " is outside demanding admission . All the 
ruffians present vow th at the det ect ive shall not leave the place 
alive . The door k eepe r is or dered to a<inJit th e visitor." 

Well it would appear from that that the story got away to a 
good start and that there was quite a lot of imperso na ting and co
incidence ab out, It was t he l atte r whe re the second Sexto n Blake 
'9ae concerned, tor as the story developed it seemed be was an out 
of work clerk who was in quest of a sixpenny night• s lodging, and 
was actually Sexton Blake's double . The "long am" nith a ven 
geance. 

The membe re of the gan g however refused to believe him and are 
out for bis blo od, Then the real Blake acts. We read: 

"\lrotched looking "Ol d Betty" blld gone, vanished into thin air! 
Her rag ged bead-covering, ber threadbare jacket and black skirt 
litt ered the floor . I n ber place stood Sexton Blake, looking 
startlin gly lik e tho needy clerk in face and f o:rm. The only per
ceptible differ ence between the two wae that which dire poverw and 
anrlety will create . 

"Big Burke" rang out Blake • s voics, fearless and clarion- li ke 
in its t ones , 0 put up that knife l I didn't mean to reveal myself, 
but I can I t lot an innocent man be murdered in my name! There is 
but one Sexton Blake. I am he. Lot that young man s<>!" 

There followed a real rough house. Eventually, ofter a terri 
fic fight Blake and bis coub l o are overpowered and t he place is set 
alight. 

0 Ho, ho!" lou dly chuckl ed Big D.lrke. 11Grand news for our 
cbiofl Sexton Blake number ono an ' Sexton Blake number two both 
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done to death ! A job ae the chief' 11 plank down heaps o ' quids 
for too! Carn 1 t t e ll which is which, cam•t we? Well, this fire 
won't mako no mistakes! Ba, ha! It'll burn •em both to cinders, 
wi t bout fea.r or favour !" 

Then came Griff. I don•t know how ho was described in the 
opening instalmentbu t in tho picture beading of those which follov 
his hoad and shou lde rs are shown, portraj'ing him wearing a bowler 
hat, a heavy overcoa t buttoned up to the chin and tvi th a c loth 
covering the lovrer part of his face . And one gathers her e and 
ther e from the s tory that ho was a kind of combination of Tinker 
and Pedro, tho two faithful aesistants who were then stil l unborn. 
He was not so handsome as the lad but just as loyal to his master , 
be had a ll the instincts of tho bloodhound, and some abi liti es 
possessed by neither. Wo meet him outside tho house in which his 
master is imprisoned . 

"Griff, the l!nn Tracker, haunted th e entrance to the Welsher's 
Crib. Anxiously the man - if man he was - awai ted the r ea ppea r
ance of its master . As time paesed ho grew impatient, troub l ed ••• 
an outbuilding in the roar was seen to be ablaze . The flames 
spread with wonderful rapidity, and over the hiss of the flames 
and the crackle of tho burning timbers cou ld be heard an &:gonising , 
half muffled cry of "Help !" 

'Oriff' s great ears seemed to prick up li ke those or a faith
ful hound. He li stened for a repetition of th o cry, and then, as 
the appoaling wail rang out again the !!an Tracker acted in a man
ne r th at filled tho bystanders ,nth an almost supe rstitious dread . 
Using b·oth l egs and ams with marvellous agi lity, Griff swung his 
huge body up tho s id e of an intervening house, almost as easily as 
if he were walking on the leve l gr ound . With only the grip 8£for
ded by a stack - pipe to help him the Man-Tracker reached th e roof 
of the house, scrBl!lbled over it to th e further side, wrenched up a 
trap-door in the roof of the \Ve ls her• s stable, and in another 
moment stood amid the blinding smoke that ascended in dense vol
WDes from the r aging fire below. "Griff, Griff! Thank Heaven, 
it's Griff!" moaned Sexton Blake, And a t tho sound of that well
loved voico t he llan - Tracker darted to the groat detect iv e 's sido . 
"Gur-r-hl gur-r-r-h." Tbat strru,ge guttural g runt wae apparently 
the Man-Tr ackor • s only mode of vocal exp r ession ." 

Well, noodloss to say Griff rescued t he two prioonors, and 
tho sto ry went on to tell of more and mor o excit ing adventures . 
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I have not spaco to to ll a ti tho of them f or my purpose i s 
just to place on rocord some account of the strange assistant wo 
came fleeting l y into t he Sorton Blake saga. Later on the reader 
was to ld, 

"Blake• s wei rd companion expressed deli ght i n i ts curious y et 
wonde r fully express iv e wey , placing its f a ce affectionately again 
st the man, who ge ntly patt ed the hair-c ove r ed cheeks . Suddenly 
th e mast e r changed bis caressi ng words and manne r. "Where• s your 
r espira t or, sir?" he commenced sternly. ''This terrib l o fog means 
death to one such as you r self , Griff , unle ss unusua lly strong li ke 
you ar e , and even then most carefu ll y guarded against En&land 1 s 
se ver e climatic changes. I can •t n.ffo rd to l ose you, you ca r e le ss 
scamp! after a ll tho time I have dov ote d to your t rai ni ng . Gr iff, 
the mysterious detoctivc, is worth his woigbt in gold - i ndeed 
he 1 a wor th his woight in diamonds • ••• , " 

The demonst r ations of aff ec tionate greeting ove r the Man
Tr acker bad suddenly dr awn himself upright and undergone a start
ling change. Then it was that Griff's owner detected a greatl y 
disordered aspec t in the garments of bis remarlc ab l e cha rg e - mouth 
covering and blue spectacle s removed, clothing al l awry , and glo ves 
and boots cove r ed with mire . 

Late r st ill this , 
"Ha, ha! No bloodhound i n existence can match my most faith

ful and gifted partn e r . On the tr ack , good fe ll ow. Strike th e 
scont and follow it." 

I wonder if Serton Blake chan ge d his mind abo ut that when 
Pod:ro came alo ng some years later , 

So far as I am aware when this particula r story came to an 
end , with all t he criminals receiving thei r jus t deserts , Griff t he 
Man-Trac ksr passed int o oblivion and Blak e lost a valuable all y . 
Chris t ophe r Stev ens had evidently a flair f or t he bizarre as had 
Gwyn Evans of a l a t er day . He hod not the class i c sty l e of a 
H=ilton Teed but bis Gri ff , the Man-Tracker was more akin to a 
Sexton Blaks story t h an the yarns that bear his name toda.Y. 

* * * * * 
I J.IDl' WALTER \11:BB 

One of my greatest pleasu re s when t ravelling all over t he 
country is moating fellow co ll ec t ors , and i t was with much in teres t 
t hat I looke d forward to seeing Walt e r l'lobb whilst in Birmingham 



recently . 
We have of course much in comnon, both being stour devotees 

of Bl ake lore; but in addition to thi s I have always been deep l y 
int er ested in hi s a rticl es which have appeared i n Blakiana, and 
havo of t en wondered from where he obtains all his inform ation. 

In his ea rly 'forties Walter is a tall, dark oan with twink
ling eyes. I know he won' t mind my say ing so, but he look s for 
all the world lik e Sexton Bl ake. 

St rangely enough, I am th e first co llect or he has seen , duo 
no doubt to his irregular business hours . 

We talked for seve r al hour s , discussing tho many authors , 
their pen - names etc., and Blake stories right back to th o days of 
Harry Blythe and the ,.,. Marvel. 

Walter has a very larg e co llecti on of S.B. Librar i es and 
Union Jacka (bo th 1st and 2nd series), his favouri t o authors boing 
C.H. Toed and Allan Blair. 

Walter has corresponded wi t h quit e a rrumber of Blake authors 
ovor a period of yoare, honco his fac t s and figures a1'7ays boing 
so accurate. Not on ly ie ho knowl edgeable, but a moat interesting 
conversationali st to go with it. 

When tho time came to say goodbye I was indoed very sorry , 
and I am quite su re that if in the future any othe r coll ec t or has 
the pleaeur o of meeting him, th ey will agree that iValter Webb is 
the foremost Authority on Blalce loro. w.o.c. Lofts . 

FOR SALE, Nelson Lees lat now series also a f ew or i ginal smalls . 
5.A.E.for list please. CYRIL BANKS, 42 ROSE TERRACE, CAIIJ'Oll m'., 
HUDDERSFIELD. 

~'. Lliafi:e~~~t~ 2~::;;:;~ R~~o~ r D~~~s~~~::;: 1 y8;°:.s 
~ ,Holiday Annuals for 1931, 1933, 1934, 1936 and 1937. In 
good condition , J. CORH!i'l'T, 49 GLYN FARM RD., QUINrOll, BIRlLI!IOII.AU,J;?. 
vl.ooi:i>; m ~~j;"1~~ -~t. chip~ b~i;~;~ -;,;~,;;-191;j-;;;;;;_-i920 -(i:~~i~,;~-l 
good condition only . 2/6d each off ered. L. PACKMAN, 21 A.RCHDALE 

R_?~L.~ . DUL\;lCH, __ S.E . 22··-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·-· -·-· - ·-·--- ·-·-· -·-·-·-·- ·- -·- ·-· 
~· l::.tories by Jack North, Riohard Randolph , Randolph Ryle, 
Particularly School, Cricket and Football yarns . BROSl'KR, 

PRillROSE_ corr AGE' . !!!rl!!!t,. -Sl'OUHBRIDGE. -· - ·- ·- ·- ···. -· - · -· - ·-· - ·- · -· · ·- ·- ·- ·-
f.DVERl'ISE IN THE C.D. - ld per word. 
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Hf)JI1JrfOflH)J)~ 
Compiled by llERBERI' LEcn:NBY 

The other day I was browsing over a batch of letters written 
to me during the war , among them a number by John R, Shaw, all so 
interesting to read again, With one , J ohn had written out an 
article on Frank Richards and his activit i es which had appea r ed in 
the "Daily llirro1" as long ago ae 15th February, 1937 , Until I saw 
it again I had f orgotten that articles like it had appeared in 
newspepers before the laet war , lmywey I tho1J8ht it would be well 
worthwhile r eproducing it in our columns, I put t he suggestion to 
John, He agreed, what ' s more he kindly sen t me the original art 
icle , \"lith it there was a picture of a youngish , black - haired , 
pipe-smoking Frank Richards, We can• t r eproduce this but here •,s 
the article just as it appeared over seventeen ye ars ago . You'l l 
observe tha t even then the history of tho "llagnet " was coneidered 
amazing . 
Men Behind the "!!ext I nstalment" - 1 

Ill 20 YEARS OF "J'HRILLER1" BILLY ll1Jlll'ER' S CRE.\TOR 
TYPES 251000 WORDS A WEEK, By a Special Correspondent 

Words ,. ,words .. ,words, ,.millions and millions pouring into 
the magazin e printing pr es ses every week to sati sfy the hundreds 
of thousa.~ds of r eaders, young and o l d, who can scarcely wai t fo r 
th is week 's "thrillin g instalment , " Have you ever thought of the 
men who supply this nee d? Of the days and daye of cease lees toil 
necessary bef ore Sexton Blake can bring anot her criminal to heel , 
or Billy :Bunter satisfy his hunger at Greyfriars Sch ool? 

For twenty years Billy :Bunter has been in the Remove, So 
have his chums, Harry 'ilhart on and Co, Even the inscrutable Hurree 
Jamset Ram Singh, I see, i s not yet in th e Sixth, 

Ther e must be milli ons of readers who have affectionate mem
ories of the Famous Five , Every week there ar e high jinke a t 
Gr eyfriare, and one man is responsible fo r them all , 

Frank Richa:rds, in spite of a following that a best-se l lin,g 
nov elist r,ould envy, remains incurably modest . .At his home, in 
Bro adstnirs ho types out on his o•m mnch1no 25, 000 11ords of Oroy
friars adventures every wook, pos ts them t o .tho 11Wagno t," and 
starts on the noxt 25, 000 , 



This he has done f or over twenty ye ars , and thinks nothing 
of it . 
CAN'T EXPEL BILLY: "I st a rt ed writing when I was seven," ho told 
mo. "Mostly pirate st ories . Sold my first sto ry when I was sov en
t oen. 

"! • ve changed t he characters at Greyfrio.rs over and over 
again, but of cou r se the origi nals , like Billy Bunter, have had to 
remain t here all the time. I ' ve tried to expe l him onoe or twice, 
but he nev e r goes . 

''l'he b oys themselves have naturally grown more modern , even 
t hough they've never gone up a class. 

"As for plots, I ' ve neve r had th e sligh te st difficulty y et in 
getting these boys in t o tr oub l e : and thoy themselves seem to have 
a genius for gett i ng out of it." 
NO'., FOR l!EXr TaRILL: In thei r own ag el ess way th ose schoo lb oys are 
always up to dat e . Last week, fo r instance; tboy sta rt od a sit 
down s tri ke , which look s like havin g dir e consequences , as I see 
it means t hat young Bunter can 't get at the tuck shop. 

Kipling, i n " Stalky and Co.," immort alised one group of 
schoo l boys I but the boys at Greyfriars hav e probably endea r ed 
t hemselves to a greate r and more aff ecti onate public than has eve r 
happened t o schoo lb oys before . 

Thei r invinc ibl e impudenc e is as powerfu l todey "" ever i t 
wns. In fact I am genui ne ly so r ry for the new head, Mr, Hacker. 

* * * * * 
And now to the pres ent f or onco again Bunter & Co. have been 

very much in the headli nes . The following will , I guarantoo , 
brin g a chucklo , will have done t o th ose who had already s een 
it, and at th e same time a f eeli ng of sympathy f or ono who was 
evidently a B.mt or fan. 

BILLY BUlll'ER BOBS uP IN THE DI VORCE COUHl' 

Last month I to l d how r!illiam George bad been named at a 
meeting of the l earned British Associat i on, now, believe it or not 
he has been partly responsible f or a husband and wife finding them-
se l ves in the Divorc e Court! \\'ha t ever will the Owl of Gr eyf riars 
be up to nert, I wonder. Anyway it happene d thua, as reported i n 
the morning papers of October 12th. 

Robert Scot t of Redhi ll , su rr ey, described as "a peaceable 
sort of man" was trying to watc h Bunt er on T. V, but his wife, Jean , 



evidently no Greyfriar s f an , deli be ret oly put he r feet up on t he 
mant elpi ece (ha rdly a l a dylik e at titud e) to obscure hi s view. He 
complained and sho to ok her feet 81RQY (possibly because she found 
t he a ttitu de uncomfortable rather than t o ob ey him) . Then she 
held first a paper and later some knitting i n front of th e sc re en, 
according to Mr. Justice Wallingt on. Th on the qui et 11 ttl o man 
for one loet hi s temper , and for the first and only time in bis 
lif e he struck bis wife . 

Sn! p•r aps he shouldn ' t, but as I write I have i n my mind's 
eye a fow :a.inter f ans of my acquai ntance who would also have bee n 
ro ueod to wrath if their wives had da r ed to net that wv.,. 

Anyway, th e much tried littl e man seemed to have the symp at hy 
of the judge for he get hi s decree, though of cou rse ther e were 
ot he r r eosons why he became haggard, dra,vn and aged, bes id es th e 
llunt er in cident . 

The "Daily Mirror " to ld the story under an enormous heading, 
"She Didn' t Let Him Watch :Billy Bunter. " 

All Oreyfr ia rs fan s will fool a surge of sympathy for Mr. 
Scott , including mys e lf, still vthsn I saw it I couldn • t help say 
ing to myself, j u st in th e manner of a co l d-bl ooded editor, "lf;v 
word! her e ' s some jolly gcod cop y for Hamiltonian a l" 

-oOo-
Th er e bas been qui te a floo d of ' Juni or Editions • by th e 

na ti onal newspapers l at e ly and some of t ho provi ncia l ones are 
folloVling suit . One i s the 'Liverpoo l Ech o ' f or it i s gi ving 
week l y f ourl a r ge papers for the benefit of t he younger membere of 
t he famil y . And th ey a re running ono of tho :a.inter b ook s , " Billy 
Bunte r•a Bsanfeast• as a serial , with an i llu st r atio n. Bunter's 
fe atu re s also ad orns the title page as an ear- pi ece . 

A real score this for J.leI'Seye ide. I -• 11 be t some of the 
fathers a r e re ading it. 

And the Nott ing ham Evenin g Post has been running a corres
pondence on worthwhile r eading . Two l ette rs have appeared s igned 
"Bob Chorry" ond "Tom L!erry 11

• Here they ar e . Pet er Wal~er who 
kin dly sent me t he cuttings said it woul d be very in tere s ting if 
we cou l d l ea rn the id en tit y of th o two wri t e r s . \Je ll I he.vo 
writt on n l at t or t o th e paper inviti ng "Bob Cherry" and ''!'om Morry" 
t o write to mo. If I get any reeponse I'll l ot you know next 
month. 



The letter from llcb Cherry in the Poet was vory interesting, 
and I am sorry t bat the old papers are not available tod ay . ll&
sidea the "Gem" and 0 Kagnet" ther e were the "Penny Popular,' 1 with 
the attractions of Jack, Sam and Pete and the dog Rory(?); the 
"Boys• Friend," wi t h Jimmf. Silver and Co., and the "Nelson Lee, 11 

with Nipper and Co. at St . Frank ' s. I once wrote to Frank Richllllls 
at hie homo in Kent suggesting that these pap en could be made 
availab l e a.gain with modifications to suit the pr esent tim e , but 
ho thou8ht th o p rice would be 6d. or more to produce today . I 
cnnnot soe this when you see tho rubbish turnod out t oday at 3d. 
and 4d . each . Th ere wae always a moral in Frank Ricbarde 1 e stories 
not to be found in today's pub li catio ns . 

Shezwood. TOii IIERRY. 
*** 

•.• .um llILLY l!lJNl'ER? 
It is when you are young that books seem most magical. And 

t he most magical of books to me were those now defunct bo ys• 
papers , th e ''Magnet 11 and the 11Gem, 11 in which were related the ad
ventur es of Harry \Tharto n and Co., Tom lle rry lllld Co. - and tho 
eve rl as ting llilly Jlunter. I do not think that charactere i n boys • 
nnd girls • books often achieve immortality, but I am su r e that 
:Bunter has ochieved immortality . AB we graw older, we may rend 
much more serious books, or we may spend our time at the dogs; we 
may even do both. llut whatever we do, all who have ever read the 
llunter books vn.11 remember them , and their author, Frank Ficharde, 
wit!: gratitude and affection. 

Nottingham . 13013 CHERRY. 

*** 
"llUNl'ER DOES HIS BEsr" By ERIC FAYllE 

Thie, in my view, ie by far th e finest of a ll the post - uar 
Greyfriare stori es. Here we hav e Frank Richards at hi s very boat, 
which 1e saying a great deal . Every one of hi s stories in rec ent 
yoare has made pleas ant reading , and has been ,i. welcom e addition 
t o our book-sh e lv es, but , occasionally, the pl ot has been on the 
thin side, tho story has been r at her overburdened with dialogue 
and slightly irrelevant light episode s, nnd Carcroft, in which 
some of ue h ave 11 ttl e interes t, hns been introduced for no appar-
ent reason. I om, of course, spo3.ld.ng from th o edu lt read er ' s 
point of view . 



fut I do not believe that even the moat ca rping c rl ti c will be 
able to pick a si ngl e hol e in "l!Uli1'ER DOES HIS l!Bsr". A tout and 
ori gin al plot run s throughout the story . Dialogu e is nea t an d 
clover and never ovordo ne . The main characters nre Barry Wharton , 
who is in one of hi s obstinate moods , and Verno n-Smit h , st ill 
rather unsc rupul ous but a spo rt sman at heart . Billy llunter is 
pla,yed in a minor key , and th e st ory l oses nothing at all from that. 
The ri vals i n spo rt this timo ar e not Carcroft, but Trumper & Co of 
Courtfield and J immy Silv er & Co of Rookwood , an d ono welcomes thee& 
old frionds with opo n onns . Th e i nt oreet nev e r flags from tho first 
page to the l as t. 

I repea t th at "llUlfrER DOES HIS BESr " ie Frank Rich a rds a t hie 
boat, t oo . It equa l s his great maste rpi eces of any da,y . It is a 
school st ory i n a th ousand . 

In fact, 1954 has boen llr , Ric ha rds' year with a vengeance . 
In the two Annua l s just published, every single story ie a perfect 
gem of its type. The two Annuals, plus thi s lat es t Bunter , make a 
pe rfect trio of vo lum es to be disp l a,yod in th e booksho ps this 
approaching Chri s t mas . • * • * * 

THE LONE TEXAN 1ly ERIC FAYNE 

Prank Richard s • "LONE TEXAN", published by th e Atlantic Book 
Co. is woll worth two shillings of any man I a money . A full length 
story , it unfailingly cap tur os th e atmosp her e of th e 1'1ld West, and 
i t makes ve ry p l easan t re!Lding . 

"Fresh", t he hero, is a jolly and i nt e resting character , even 
if he has not t he cha m of the Ri o Kid. With an ey e , perh ap s , t o 
t he adult r eade r, the yam has a sli ght romantic and f,rninine i n
terest . The ending wil l not satisfy eve rybody, f or Fresh g oto l ess 
than hie just dese rts - but life is t ha t wa,y. 

Th o book is of compact and han dy size , and i,rint1:ng- i a-· ol ea r. 
The pub li s hers, howeve r, appe ar to have dispensed with t he services 
of a pr oof r ea dor. The prin ting ie sli~shod and care l e ss , and far 
too many miatak ea are appa rent. ''rh e Lone Texan" i s a jew el in a 
slight l y doudy case . 

* * * * * 
POPULAR PERSONALITIES1 No. 7. ( Second Serles), 

l!i.JllC LlllLEY, 
By ERIC F!,YNE 

It has be en well and truly said that t ho Schoo l storl e a of 
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Frank Richards are ageless, Stori es written as long aeo as 1907 
come up as fresh t odB.3' as the new date on the calendar . ;,\. well 
writton story romaine a well-written sto ry for ever , and Frank 
Richa rds I yarns are as ageless and undat ed as his world - fa.moue 
characters . Here and th ere, it is true, one finds a Greyfriars 
tale "dated " simply because the r e is ment ion of some particular 
item which is pecular to aome particular period of time , Stories 
of Dia b.>liste , Nihilists , tho Jubilee or tho Black-out are obvious
ly dated, Not that the style dates th em; it is just the thame 
that makes them "period" pieces. In such a class I think we may 
plac e tho theme of the Scho l arship Boy. 

The sto ri e s of the ear l y sufferings of the scholarship lad, 
14arlc Linl ey , and the snobbery he had to fight against are as dated 
as a war-ti me newspape r. Schola.rship boys are two a penny these 
days, Inverted snobbery has taken the place of the old common or 
garden snobbery . Furthemore, the country ' s wealth has . changed 
hands, 

Some readers, like myself, may have found th o ear ly snobbery 
as portray ed in the Mark Linl ey stories rather painfu l . Whether 
it was over - writ t en, I should not like to say. Pur eona ll y , I have 
never encountered such snobbery in sc hoo l lifo . Boys always seam 
to accopt one another for what they a r e and not for what they 
possoss. 

Mark Linley has plenty of Lancashire grit; - the "punch of 
tho North" .Bob Cherry used to call 1 t. But llark has always boen a 
rat he r colourless chara.oto r. Apart: fr om featuring in t al es des 
cr ibing th o money troubles of hie family, he has seldom play ed a 
big part in any of t he outstanding powerful sorios . Ho does not 
appear t o have had any particular pal, though Bob Cherry has often 
been described as hie best friend at Greyfriars. 

In my view, the best -Linley series started tvith 'THE llY9rERY 
OF l.LUlK LINLEY" in 1929. In several oxce ll ont tales Mark earne d 
£10 for unfathoming th e mystories of the Inland Revenue for Uncl e 
Cl ogg, and was suspec t ed of having stolen a £10 note which had been 
won by Stewart of th e Shell in th o Poppor Prizo. 

On ono occasion, when Wharton wa.s on ''l'.HE DOWN\.VA.RD PATH", 
Linloy bocamo Hoad Boy of tho Romove for a briof period, and ho 
foun d tho wayward Harry a docidod thorn in tho flesh. 

'l'ho substitut e wri tors oft on made hay of Linl ey , attempting 
unsuccessfully to gain sympathy by giving a now s lnnt on tho 



poverty t heme. The shocking "LINLEY llINOR" of the fi ret wor ld-w ar 
days, is remembered sole l y fo r the l udicrous pri nt er's erro r which 
the yarn contained. 

To sum up, t he plucky Lin l ey has play ed a worth y part in the 
Greyf ri ars Story as a whol e , but one has a sneaking feeling that in 
1954 the Linl eys ar e doing very nicely, thank you , - whil e poor ol d 
Colone l Wharton, on his esta t e in Surrey, is probably wor rie d out 
of his life under a grinding burden of tax at ion, But t hnt is bes i de 
th e point , of course . -oOo--
DO YOU RlimJlllER? By ROGER II. JENKINS 

Ho, 5 - Popular Ho. 588 (Hew Serie s ) da t ed 3/5/30 
The Popula r consisted a lmost entirel y of re pri nted stor i es . 

The Rio Kid se ri es , which began in January 1928 , was a not able ex
ception to this rule , and an othe r minor excep ti on was the Pop olaki 
Patrol which di sp l aced tho Rio Ki d f or a while in 1930. Tho Popo
laki Patro l was al so by Char l es Hamilt on, and the l ate r stories in 
the series appeared under hi s name I t he only tim e his rea l name was 
ev er seen in th e Popula.r, cur ious l y enough. 

There were five members of the Popol aki Patrol who were al l 
boy scouts livin g on the edge of tho East Afri can jungle - Lyn 
Str ong , the l eader, l itt le Pip Parlcer , Fatty Page, Smut the Dutch
man, and the immacul ate Cecil Stacpoo l e . Wit h t hEl!!l went their d~ 
voted Kikuyu, Bobo, who was a des cendant of tho lor dly llasai. Th e 
st ories were in a more sombr e setting than Charles Hamilton 's school 
st ories - or, indeed those of the Rio Kid - and th e ton e was s tru ck 
by the v ery first one in No. 588 which d ealt with "" enc ounter w1 th 
an Arab sla v~trad er who l eft one victim t o be eaten alive by ants . 

The Popular was al r eady shevling signs of decline a t thi s d at e , 
the chief of which wore the continual alterations made in its com
position. Groyfria rs was a fairly cons t ant - f e<1tur e , No. 588 con
tainin g an instalm ent of th e 1925 Magnet se ri es in which Loder b~ 
came captain of th e school . .But th e Ferrera Locke at ory ''Tho 
Druid 's Drum" was not by Cbarlee Hamilt on, and nei t her was the 
fourt h it em, a Rookwood etory, the first to be featu r ed after a 
l ong gap . ''Thanks to Tubby" was a very clove r imit at ion, using a 
H.'lllliltonie..n th eme (in which the trut h e.bout some piec e of trick ery 
i s written down and see.led in an onv ol ope , t o be opened :.f t or th e 
event) , but it lac ked th e genuine spark le of n tru e Rookwood story . 



Finally, on a note of pathos , there ww, the innovation of a comic 
supplement . 

The Popo l ald. Patro l was really the only hopeful sign in No. 588, 
but in fact that Popular now had only a short while to run, and 
despite many alterations (including the r eturn of the Bio Kid and 
Frank Richards Sch oo ldays} it was obvious thst it could no longer 
live up to its name. Whether it was = editor ' s experiments th at 
caused the decline of a pape r or , as is usually the case, it was 
the decline of a pap er which caused the editor t o experiment, it 
was only a short time beforo the Popula r was to be replaced by 
"that spanking weekly treat, the Range r". No. 588 vraa the l as t des
perate - and unsuccessful - attempt of the Popu lal' to strike a new 
note . 

* * * * * 
14AGNE!' T:rl'LES (Cont ' d): 1332. The Greyfriars llikers1 1333. Down 
on the Fnm; 1334, The Hunted Hikers; 1335 . The Spectre of Road 
Cast l e; 1336. Coker the Hiker; 1337 . The Kidn apped Hiker1 1338. The 
Hiker • s Prisoner; 1339. The Bounder ' s Capture1 1340. Tho Secret of 
the Holiday Annual; 1341. The Ace of Jok er s; 1342. Tho Groyfriars 
Guy1 1343 . Down with tho Tyrant1 1344. The Groyfriare Strong llan. 

AVAILABLE, lo!aB!!ots, 1918-40, ~ 1917-4 0 , Uni on ·Jacks; 1905-'-30, 
Nelson Lees 1924- 33, Holiday Annuals 1925 , 1926 , 1927 , 1928 , 1929, 
1931, Sanon l!lake Lib s . 2nd and 3rd Series, Modern Boys, cover, 
Adventure, Pi l ot , Robin Hoods (Aldi ne), lluffalo Bi ll Lib , J.ldine) 
1914-30, Young l!rita ins, Sanon l!lake Annuals, Populars 1917-22 , 
~ 1916-21, Sibly's Astrology 1796 , nearly 1, 500 pages. Scores 
of Plates , £5, 60 Nos . similar itoois. Collectors Digests, Captains, 
.!,,2&, l!l ack and White, s.o. Libs ., Wide Worlds, etc . etc, 
Satisfaction guaranteed. S.A.E. please. Pre-1935 Sanon Blakes 
and- pre-191 8 Ne-l oon--Leeo- requi r ed.;---Oood--pri ·ees-ptlid, ----
RONALD ROUSE, 3 sr. LEOIIARDS TERRACE, ~, ~· 

PRIVATE COLLE()]!OR WANl'S: Magnets nnd S . O. Ls. Greyfriars and 
Roolclvood. Sooe for sale or o:,:change . 

65, BK'frliAl! BrREEI' 1 BELFAsr. 

HAVE YOU ORDEllED YOUR C.D. ANNUAL YE!'? 



GOSSIP ABOUI' 

gr • FRAIIK' S 

by 

JACK WOOD, 
Nostaw, 

328, Stockton Lane , 
YORK. 

* * * * 

Now, at last, we are beginning t o get into the real St .Frank' s 
district. Since we l eft t he thriving town of Belmford, we hav o 
t rav ell ed by way of llidshott and Little Sad l ow to the e:rpanding 
marke t town of BANllINorON, which is situated about thr ee mil es to 
th e east of St. Frank' s and fr equ...,tly visited by the boys on 
account of i ts boing a good shopp ing centre , having an exce llent 
picture house ( of whi ch more lat e r) and possessing sev eral schools 
which ar e on the co ll ege sporting cal end ar. 

Bannington , wit h its hi story s tr etching back to the early days 
of th e south Saxons and cove ring , mo ng oth er moments , a Royalist 
adherence during th o Civil Viar, is a typical Sussex mark et town of 
mor a t han ordinary importance . It is , we a r e t o ld, tho soat of a 
b ish op! it pos s esse s a mayor and corporation; it is also a notabl e 
spo rting -COntrG ~wi th ita xacacourue,- which W-" _passed _on_tbe ou_t_.,__ 
skirts as we came in from Helmf ord past th e Gra:nmar School, its 
Stronghold, home of t he famous Blue C:n1Eado r s , cu,d it s speedway . 

In 1922 , we a r e to ld, th e population - pr o6Wllably on the 192 1 
oensus - was 5,000 , but in 1924 it is ol oar that post war d ov el op
ment s B2'e begi nning to be felt and that industry is, a t th e low er 
end of th e t own, r earing it s bead and changing t he whole character 
of a picturesque Sussax beau ty spot . Thon, we r ead , "Bannington 
was a curio u s m:lxturo of a. town . It was ol d- fashioned and new
:fashionod at ono and the same t ime . Ono of the most picturosque 
old t owns of Sussex, Bannington had traditions of age-o ld customs 
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which were like unwri t ten laws . 
''Tho High Street , for exampl e , was typical of tho whole tom,. 

Down in the narrow section, where the main road for London bran ch
ed off , there was always a brisk and unseemly bustle. Traffic was 
fairly congested, what with p rivate cars, motor buses and various 
other vehicles . The pavements, too, were narrow, and people jost
l ed one another as they went about their business. Here, in thl.e 
pleb eian quarter, suc h eetab li ehlllents as Lipton's the Home and 
Colonial Stores, the Maypole Dairy, the International stores, etc. , 
were to be found a llllost rubbing shoulde r s. Here and there were 
dazzling jewellery shops , and still more dazzling tailors• pr0111:!a:,s, 
with names over their port a ls remini scent of the Old Testament. 

"In fact, tho narrow portion of Bannington High Street was 
the placo where all the sho pping was done - where tho proletariat 
mingled ch eo rfully w1 th the bourge ois•, and t he shopkeepers smiled 
upon all aliko . On Saturday nights this part of the town was 
crowdod . 

" llut highe r up the High Street, where the road broade ned out 
majestically into something approaching re a l impressiveness, the r e 
,ms a totally different atmosphere. Here tho pavements were wide , 
and the shops were select, r efi ned establiehlllents where such mer
cbandiso as e.xquiei te gowns, mil li nery, etc ., wore t o be found. 
One g r oa t shop displayed the latest things in motor cars, another , 
just as imposing, gave the Banningt on folk a glimpse of Saville 
Row's latest creations in gentlemen•e wear. Here Archie Glentborne 
had been known to linger for hours at a str etch. 

"And, right in the very centre of Fashionable Bannington, so 
to speak, the ultra-s e lect Japanese Cafe was situated. Across the 
wide street thu imposing front, w1 th marble pillars and gi l ded 
domes of the Bannington Palladium - The Home of the World• s Fin est 
Scre -e-ir c11111.-1cs- - -ra-is -<!d 1 t s m1rrarets t-owamrr the sky . The 
Japanese Cafe prided itself upon its exc l usive ne ss . It was the 
Mecca of llannington • s idle rich. The price s on the menu cards in
dicated this. The place was patronised by all the best families 
of the district. And, o.fter all , there were some fine r esidential 
sections round the outskirts of the town . Bannington was n fairly 
importan t centre, and lots of rich peopl o lived thoro, 

"Now and again parties of St. Frank ' s fellows would drop into 
the Japanese Cafe , just for a cup of tea before going to the pic 
tur es . It sounded well to carelessly remark that they ' d had a 
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high old time at the Japan ese Cafe. The St . Frank' s patrons were 
mostly sedat e se nior s . For a ewa:nning mob of juni ors to invade the 
place was unprecedented . 11 

Thue Ed.v,y Searles Brooks in Pot e of loloney, Boye I Fri end 
Library 1st Serios No. 704. In later yea r s the J apan ese Cafe be 
came l eso exclu sivo and the jun ior s of ten cal l ed there afte r a 
football or cricket match or a cheery cycl e rid e through th e l e afy 
lane s, or before going to the pict ur es. 

At thi s upper end of the t own, too, is the police station, 
across th e r oad fran th e Japanese Cafe and r esidence of th e one am 
only ! nap . Jameso n, a st oli d , r at her unimaginative individua l who 
lik ed the l imelight, but often found tha t obscu rity would hav e been 
prefe rable. Yore of him, however , at some :futur e dato . 

Nearby, and furt her up, the High Street acc ommode.tes t he 
town's imposing war memorial. Car parlcs are cl ose at band and, 
just off the memorie.1 s que.re , a re some pleasant r est ge.rdens. 
Opposite is the Whee.tsheaf, a f ormer coe.ch ing inn whi ch is now one 
of the town 's less savoury hostelries . 

Als o in tbs square is the Old Town Hall which house s the l oc e.l 
government offices , and the council chamber where th e council s its 
at 5. 30 p.m. on the first Tues:i11¥ of th e month . In t he Town Hall , 
t oo, the cour t sits on Thursda ys, while the buildi ng , gift to the 
town of Col one l Glenthome, Archie ' s fathe r, i s a l so used f or leo
t ur es and othe r social events. 

Moving be.ck down the High Str ee t again , we pass the Po st 
Off i ce; the Pall adium, built by a local firm f or Solomon Levi and 
the st. Frank's Remove "shareho l ders" whe n t he old cinema in a 
back street put on shows which wer e a disgr ac e; the Victo ria Hal l, 
centre for socia l events; and one of Bennington ' s 25-strong po li ce 
f orce on point duty. 

Vie pass, t oo , t he road leading past the Grapes Hot el (Bann. 
688 1, one- of the toem •s bes t ; and the St a tion Hotel to tliewi d e , 
opon yard of the rail wv,y s tati on . We come by deg ree s , th en, to t he 
l o,ver end of th e High Street whe r e the r e is th e Palace , a low-ty pe 
music hall , and Bob Norman • a none - too-savoury boxing booth . Then 
we have t he ge.s o,orks and ot her ind ust ria l sit es , and the speed way, 
f orme r greyhound r acing , track not far fro m The Str onghold , n c:s, the 
h omo of First Divi s ion Bl ue Cru saders and one -t ime he adqua rters of 
Thi rd :Otv-tsion (:o·:~~!:.) Bennington Town. 

Bannington , ear l y closing day ilodnes day and mark ot day 
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Saturday, bolds an annual fair, fate and flower show which is the 
most important occasion of tho year. This is the occasion whon 
t he Banni ngton cricket club moots the Eas t sbiro county side - tho 
game which introduced J er r;y Dodd to big-time cricket - and no doubt 
the t own•e Brass Band contributes to the day's entertainmen t. The 
fa irgro und ie not for from the ruined 14th century Bannington 
Abbey, now doubtless sch edul ed as an ancient monument, and for the 
modest sum of sixpence entrance may be obtained to the ruins and 
tbe underground passages . One of these lends off to a former cell 
near the rivor , and in the peaceful riverside setting in whi ch so 
many of our abbeys were so beautifull y set, it i s poesi ble to gazo 
acroes the fields to the nenrby lock s and water mills. As tho 
chimes come echoing from the clock in the l ow-et eepled St. Andrew's 
Church in the town, the atmosphere i s of peace and tranquillity. 

Bannington, of course , has many notable buildings. In addi
tion t o tho boys • Grammar School ther e ars the High School for 
Girls, with its grass tennis courts I the Council Schoo l, of which 
Jim Blundl s , Tom Kitchen and Bill Ringham, all errand boys and 
Scouts , are the leading light s1 the Station Hotel liv ery stable 
awned by Josiah Biggin1 Bannington Manor, home of Lord and Lady 
Banningstowe1 Glenthorne Ila.nor, home of tho Glenthornos1 an asylum1 
Kings t own prison1 the Cott age Hos pi tal1 Marshall Rd. Council 
Schoo l ; a riding schoo l ; a broadcasting station; chemical works and 
factories; a T .A . unit quartered on Bannington lloor; public library; 
London and Home Counties Bonk; wat er - works; and various public 
house s i ncl uding , in addition to those n lre ndy named, The CUpe, 
The Blue Dragcn, The White Li on, The Foaming Bowl, The King's Arms, 
(in which Nippor once had a stirring adventure which l ed to mis
understandings and his displacement from the junior captaincy) and 
the Fox and Hounds. 

'l'here ie muoh et ill to be eaid of Bannington and its personal
ities, but I think l' 11 re se rv e thnt for another article in two 
months• time. Next month Jamos Cook tells us something about one 
of those "single" stories and Charles Churchill reminds us of one 
of Broo ks • s lending characters l So until then, cheerio everyone . 

* * * * 

Al>VERl'ISE IN THE C.D. - ld per word. 
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OlD BO'/~~ BOO~ CLUB 
LOllDOll SECrI ON, After Woodingdean, baclc to Cherey Pl ace for the 
Oct obe r meoting with some of the happy wanderers in attendanc e. 
Included amongat those were Al an Stewart from Je r sey and David 
Harrison back from his K1ng Cricket triumphs on th o vario us Big 
Sides. Also another nomad was Bill Jardine, up from Sussex and 
with the regulars in attendance anothe r Brotherhood of the Happy 
Hours meeting was engaged. 

The two l ibra ri ans gave satisfactory r epo rts as per loans and 
disposal of su r plus copies . 

Impromptu talk was given by Eil ee n \"lhitor and although sho rt 
and concise this was thorough ly enjoyed. Eileen• s feed was also 
tho r oughly en j oyed and she was ably assis ted in serving th is by 
siste r Kathlee n . 

Charli e Wright, as winner of quiz at last meeting, conducted 
his own effort as per custom. This time Uncl e Benjamin was in 
sparkling fonn and was an easy winner. For second place the r e was 
a trip l e dead heat , Roger J enkins, Bob Blythe and Josie Packman 
being th e three next best. 

Roger conduct ed three rounds of his study game and Alan 
Stewa.rt was t op of the form . Josio Paclcmnn was second and David 
Harrison third. 

An invi t ation to bold th e April spring meeting at Woodingd ean 
was gratefully accep t ed and the be st thanks wer e afforded to Bill 

J al'di ne for hi s very kind off er . 
All the " Owns" and "Billy Bunte r Does Bis Best" that were 

ordored have be en distribu t ed and dispatched. lJ. f~ copies remain 
for disposal, ki ndl y infonn the undersigned if you r equire any. 

Next meeting at 27 Archda l e Road, East Dulwich on Sunday, 
llovem'tier 2l st -. -

Thus another happy milest one has been passe d and th e meeti ng 
terminated with th e usual good thanks t o tho hosts. 

UNCLE BENJJ\IHN • 
.. * • * * 

llORrl!ERN SECTION, llceti na 1 9th October. 1954• We were p l oa sed t o 
sco St an l oy Smith who had trav oll ed all th o way from Usk, Mon., 
once jlgnin . lie told us he hopes to bo wi th us quite fr equently in 
the future . 



A discussion e.rose relative to the t eo on the occaaion of tho 
Christmas Party , Secretnry llorman Smith , explained that last year 
the t\rrangements fo ll, unnvoidably, on just ono or two lady members 
and it ~·as too much for them, An al tern ati v e was to have tea. ·1aid 
on at a restaurant and then come on to Hyde Park Road for the 
party, The fe eling of the members present was in f avour of this 
idea, and it will be further discussed next month, It will be of 
great help if all members who can attend the party, and we would 
like as many as eve r posei ble, wi 11 notify tho Secretary in good 
ti me, 

J, Breeze Bentley continued tho reading of "A Very Gallant 
Gentleman", The dramatic and pathetic closing chapters , were lis 
tened to with ri.pt attention. 

Next month our chairman will be r eading his "Bob Cherry ' s 
Romance", I have had the privil ege of seeing this already, f or it 
is going into the Annual . Those who attend next month are in for 
a. tre at ond, of course, all reade rs of th e Annual . 

Next meeting, November 13th. H. LECKEllllY, 

Northern Sec tion Correepondent. 

IIIDLA!ID SECTION IIEEI'ING - 18th OCT I There was quite a goodly mus
ter of th e clan thie evening , lie were very pl eased to soe Tom and 
Jock from Cradley and Ilise Russell again after an int erval of two 
months or so, and a l so Mrs . Dovey after n longer intervn l. 

There was quite a varied snd interesting programme and after 
the minutes and referenooe to the Christmas Party, we heard two 
chapters, r oad by Tom Porter, of a etory about liar!< Linely f a ll en 
on hard timee, trying for a Founde re Scho l arship. 

It was nic e to he ar a reading from Tom again, but the write r 
was much inte~eeted to notice the co111_plotely different sty l e and 
o.tm.osphero, (reminiscent of 11Eric 11

), of this ear ly 1'Ma.gnot11 story 
from the l ater onee , The Bounder was then a most unp l easant char
acter , very differen t from tho much more like ab l e Smithy so fam
iliar in th o l ate r atoriee . 

i;re then bad a discuss i on on the rossons for introducing 
foreignere into Frank Richards I stories, It 11as noticed tho.t many 
of theeo dropped out in the later "llagn ete" whilst others lilc e 
'I nky ' and • Fiehy ' remained as essen tial ingrediente , 

And so to r ef r eahmente and a quiz, llossre. Ingnu, snd Porter 
tied for first place and finally eettled tho matter by each asking 



the other a question when Tom proved the winner . In accordance 
with our re cently adopted custom no prize was off ered. 

We then came to raffl e a 1924 Holiday Annual. By now the 
ev en ing was well advanced, but before commencing our final 'get to
gether' our Chairman referred to a letter he bad r ece ived and 
finally the writer read some notes describing a real life llr . 
Q,elch, actually a railway chairman who like the Remove. "Beak" was _ 
stern and even terrifying yet just and upright. 

And so home to . bed after a very full and interesting overitng. 
KDWAliD DAVEY.. 

* * * * * 
l!ERSBYSIDE SECrION1 Oct. 1954• There was en excellent attendance 
at this, our annual meeting, ample evidence that int er est in the 
hob by has not diminished in the slightest. In orde r thst the main 
part of the evening be devoted to entertainment, business was kept 
to the minimum; this included th e minutes, financial report, e lec
tion of officers, and chairmen's general remarks. Don Webster & 
Co. were re- elec ted en bloc, and Sir Frederick Bowman, then whom 
we have no more staunch and enthusiastic colleague , we.a elocted -
vice-president. The Chairman was pleased to report that the club 
i s making pr ogress in every way, and be also mentioned as typical 
of the club spirit the gift of one pound tooards book purchase by 
one of our members who wishes to remain anonymous - a moat .useful 
appreciated contribution. 

We then sat down t o a regal spread prepa red by lire. Webster, 
and for the nert half-hour our mouths were otherwi se occu pi ed than 
in the usual chatter, end, the inner man wel l fortified, we were 
ready for action, which t ook the form of a g8llle submitted by Frank 
Unwin . This provided excellent fun, not to mention brain-<tracking, 
anJ. the winning group well deserved their success against strong 
opposi tion. 

We then held s beetle drivo, st !lester Peter's suggestion, end 
this was quite a nice change from the usual bobby stuff . Mrs. 
Webster , displeying r emarkabl e derterity with the dice, coupled 
with an equally romarkable knowledge of the anatomy of the order 
Cole opte ra, v,as an easy winner, putting the male manbers t o shame; 
we must really find out how many l egs beetles poss ess . Thank 
goodness, it uae not a centipede drivel · 

The evening ended with the usua l r el uctant farew ell s , and we 
depa rt ed homeward , mor o than satisfi ed "i th our evening at 



\Vatorloo Houso. 
Norl meeting, 14th Nov. T p.m. F. CASE. 

Secr etary. 
" _ . - - • -·- .. ..- _ -- ____ ·• _ . O ..; · •• -·· - · . o.< •• ..; -'.; ;_ _ _. ..o ,, •.h M •• ... . , M" ' - ._.·.; ,.,,.,,.,,,. ~- .. -·.t';l'f¥'>.Vw .._<.;.•.J, J' /1- .,. - !I .. -

AVAILABLE: Bound volumes and long runs. Magnet , .Q!!!!. 19 30- 1940 
~ 1-26. Boys Realms (o.s.) From No. 1. ~ about 1910 . Champion. 
Young Britain. Aldino Ralf-Holiday . British Boys. Boys Herald . 
Boys of England . Boys Journal . ~t Hogarth Items {co l oured 
covers). School rls Own (H. Richards) . All types S. O.Ls. 
WAN!'ED, ( 1900 -19 30 • PRICES OFFERED, Picture er 3 - each) . llotor, 
.fil!!6_ (l/6 each). lloto r Cycle, Aero pl ane l - • London Life . ~ 
l!!!!!!2!!!· similar 1930-194 0 (3/- eac h). Ladi es Fashion. ~· L!usic 
Hall m~zinos. (1890-1914) 1/6 each . ~. Bits of Fun (1910-
1920 ) ~ each. Topica l Times. All Sports. Boxing . Football Favour 
ite . Simil a r pre-1940 'P/- hundred . ALSO iiANrED, I.lost types Old 
Boys Booics 1900- 1930 (YOUR PRICE USUALLY O. K. ). SATISF:,CTION OR 
FULL REFUND. EXCRiJIGES? S.l!..E. PLEASE 

T • LAMllERr , 347 GERrRUDE ROAD, .!!2.!!lfil!!. 
.............. : .... , ." .. · 

?Osr BAG 
FRAJfl( RICR/,RDS \fELCOJ.!E LEl'TER 

October 11th, 1954. 
Dear Herbert Lecken by , 

Rose Lawn, 
!Cingsgate-on - Sea, 
Broadstai rs, Kent . 

Many thanks for the C.D. I found Page 271 very i nteresting. 
I was first apprised of tho high honour th at had come Bunter's way, 
by a telephone -c a ll from a newspaper at Newcastle I up to then sad 
t o say , I had quite missed tbs prooeod i ngs of th o British Associa
tion. Well, if th e 11futu re be to the fat", as some of these lesm
gent l emon opine, Billy Bunter wi ll be compensated some day f or all 
his trials and tribulations in tho Groyfriars Remove! 

I lik e very much Gerry Allison's review of t he two annuals . 
One of t he best things about t hem, I think, is that BBO. is down to 
8/6d . ,Vo hope to follo w suit with T ,!.1.0. next tim e . An e.gr eeo ble 
it om of news l ately is that the reprints of th e ''Tom Merry" books 
will be ot 2/6d. In t he matter of the prices of books, I think we 
are all glad to soe th i ngs on th e downward path I 

ilith kind es t ro gnr<Is , 
Very sincerely, FRANK RICIIARDS. 
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TO THE DEFENCE OF GREYFRIARS 

28, DeI'\\'ent St. , Newcastl e -on-Tyne, 5 . 10/ 10/54 . 
Dear Mr. Leckenby , 

I feel I must launc h a strong protest against James Cook's 
sweeping remarks on the merits of St. Franke and the Hamilton 
schoo l s . 

I think Mr. Coola3 biggest blunde r was in ea;ying that it was 
unwi se to associate oneself with any of the Hamilton cha.racters . 
Why I can t hink of several admi r e.bl e Greyfriars characters which 
any boy toda,y would be the better for t ak i ng as an ideal . Flashing 
a.cross my mind come such fine characters as Harry Wharton, Mark 
Linl ey , Di ck Penfo ld, Toe Redwing, Bob Cherry, Tom Brown, Hobson 
and Wingate . I alwa,ys felt that the St . Fr:mks sch oolb oys were 
more like caricatures th an chnracters . 

Also Mr. Cooks further r emarks on Nipper being a sc hsning 
tactician , who uaos pol emics e.e fine as a Filibuster, and proves 
black is white . Is this the type of fe ll ow he wishes one to 
i mitate? 

Surely it would be better to model oneself on the Gr eyfr iars 
fellows with their much higher moral to n e. 

I am afl·aid that in my eyes Nipper will nev e r be in the same 
cl ass as Harry Wharto n, for you see, ho l acks breeding and th e 
noblo character, whi ch Whart on with all his faults undoubtedly 
possess. 

Hoping you a r e keeping well Horbert, and going strong w1 th the 
jolly old Annual . 

Kindest . r ogarde, 
BASIL ADA!.!. 

* * * * * 
AliD MORE DISAGREa!ENT 24, English Street, LONGTOI-IJ(_;_ 

Cumberl and . October 14th, 1954 . 
Dear Herbert Leck en by, 

I envy you your recent hol iday in London and your "cracks" 
with the old boys. But who knows??? Perhaps you and I wi ll meet 
one d~, and then we wi ll "crack 11

., · 

I disagree with Anthony P. Bake r when, in his October C. D. 
article, THE ILLUSTRATIONS IN THE !.!AGNm', be saye 1 ''Moreove r, un
like R.J. Macdonald , Mr . Chapman bas succeeded in giving eac h 
in dividua l in th e leading groups a face of bi s """ · I can pictu r e 



quite c l early i n my mind the face of eac h member of the Famous 
Five, while t he Terrib l e Throe and Bl ake and Co. are much less 
di stinct . " What about tho smiling Tom Mer ry , t he handsome Tal bot, 
the aristocratic Arthu r Augustus, t he burly Jack Blake, the l anky 
Figgins , t he bullying Gore , tho pugnl)Ciou a George Alfred Grundy, 
tho brainy Skirapo l o , the ch eek y \\'ally D' Arcy , the manl y Kildare, 
the genia l Mr. Rail to n, t he sou r !Jr . Ratcliffe and t he crusty 
Togg l es? Tho faces of a ll th ese GEM characters have remained 
clear l y in my mind for forty years, thanks to tb at grand artist , 
R. J. Mncduna ld. With good wishes, 

Yours sincerely , 
ROBERr FARISH. 

A CURIOSrI'Y 

I n 19 19 the old established firm of James Henderson & Son 
started the 3d Nugget Lib r ary. Some of the stories a t least were 
rep rint s of those in tb o pre- 1914 penny library and tbe some name . 
The 3d' s howev er wore good value for usua lly there were two long 
stories. Amon g them wars tho old Pet er Flints. No. 12 for 
instance contained "Tho Masked Tawarek s 11 and 1~he Plague of 
Spiders", and No. 8 ''l'he Skeleton Gang11 and ''l'he Human Idol 11. 

Now her e comes the curiosity - r ou nd abo ut No. 24 this 
' Nugget L:!_brary• was taken ove r by the Amalgamated Pros s fo r thei r 
imprin t appeared at th e bottom of tho last page and also on the 
back cover . Yet on tho inside of the front cove r James Hender
son ' s imprint also appe a r ed ruid th eir name in ti ny type on th e 
front cover its olf. The adverts, too, concerned He nderson ' s woll 
known comics nnd 'Young Fol ks Tal e a ' . 

Th ia number bad a very lon g compl ete story "The Panic 
Plundere r s " , a story of Gripton Court, Detective . In addit ion 
t here was a. short co mplete "The Groen »nere. ld" , a ta.le of ~ 
Bl ake . 
-- That must be the on ly occnsion whon n :&l nke s tory w,w 
nasoc i nted w1 th any ot hor imprint than thnt of the A. P ., evon in 
part. - H. L. 

RAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR ' ANNUAL' YEr? 

YORK DuPLICATING SERVICES, 7, The Shambles, York. Te, YOP.X 3898 . 


